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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 
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PATENT 



Group Art Unit: 2163 
Examiner: not assigned 



For: A RULES ENGINE HAVING USER ACTIVATED RULES OF SELECTABLE 
SCOPE AND SELECTABLE OUTCOMES 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

This is in response to the Notice to File Missing Parts of Nonprovisional 
Application mailed October 1, 2001. Please amend the application as follows: 



IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend the specification as follows: 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 1 of the specification, line 8, as 
follows: 

— Computer Program Listing Appendix 

A computer program listing Appendix is included on a CD-ROM, the contents of 
which, including several files, are hereby incorporated herein in their entirety. A 
description of the files contained on the CD-ROM is given in paper Appendix A attached 
to the specification.— 
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Between pages 13 of the specification and page 14 of the claims, please attach to 
the end of the specification, Appendix A submitted herewith. 



REMARKS 

The statutory filing fee, additional claims fee, formal drawings, and Oath and 
Declaration are filed concurrently herewith. 

The Notice of Missing Parts raised certain objections to the compact disk (CD- 
ROM) submission submitted with the application as filed. 

The Office objected to the CD-ROM submission in that it contained non-ASCII 
files. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of this requirement. Each of the 
files contained on the CD-ROM as submitted were prepared using Microsoft Word. The 
formatting contained within the Microsoft Word documents provides a clarity of 
expression that would be obscured by providing the information in ASCII form alone. 
Further, Microsoft Word documents can be converted to ASCII using the Microsoft 
Word software. This is well known in the art and the software of the Microsoft Word 
software is almost universal in its availability. Therefore, there is no particular purpose 
served by the requirement. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that this 
requirement be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

Compliance with the other requirements is met by the attached substitute CD- 
ROM transmittal letter which contains the statements required by the Examiner. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is 
hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this 
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paper, including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 500417 and please credit any 
excess fees to such deposit account. 



600 13 m Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3096 
(202) 756-8000 DLS:kap 
Date: January 2, 2002 

Facsimile: (202) 756-8087 



Respectfully submitted, 



MCDERMOTT, WILL & EMERY 




David L. Stewart 
Registration No. 37,578 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

The specification has been amended as follows: 

The paragraph beginning on page 1 of the specification, line 8, has been amended 
as follows: 

Computer Program Listing Appendix 

A computer program listing Appendix is included on a CD-ROM, the contents of 
which, including several files, are hereby incorporated herein in their entirety. A 
description of the files contained on the CD-ROM is given in paper Appendix A attached 
to the specification. 

By this Preliminary Amendment, Appendix A has been attached to the end of the 
specification, between page 13 of the specification and page 14 of the claims. 
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